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April 29, 2005
Contact: Bill Muse, executive director, Office o f Planning, Budgeting and Analysis, 243-5661.
UM STUDY FINDS MOST STUDENTS GRADUATE IN FOUR YEARS
M ISSOULAA new University o f Montana study shows that it takes students working for a bachelor’s
degree an average of 4.88 years to graduate.
The study looked at students who had originally enrolled at UM and then graduated in
2004. The study did not include students who began school at other institutions.
“We really have not looked at the data in this way before,” said Bill Muse, executive
director of the Office of Planning, Budgeting and Analysis at UM.
Usually, the University tracks a group o f entering freshman and looks at retention and
how many years it takes the group to graduate. Even though this type of calculation is more
common, Muse said, it includes those who transfer or never graduate and consequently lowers
the percentages.
“This is a more accurate picture o f how long it takes the average student who graduates to
complete his or her degree at the University,” Muse said.
Nationally, according to the most recent data by the National Center for Education
Statistics, students graduating from four-year institutions graduated after 4.8 years, which means
UM is close to the national average. The national study also compared the results with students
who graduated in 1993, who took an average of 5.3 years to graduate.
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“The encouraging thing is that - not only do we compare favorably with national data but both our data and national comparators show that students who persist are actually
completing their degrees in less time than a decade ago,” Muse said. “I hope that this, along with
the 93 percent increase in lifetime earnings, will encourage students to stay in school and
graduate.”
UM ’s data shows more than 40 percent o f 2004 graduates completed their degrees in four
years. Almost 73 percent finished in less than five years.
The Four Bear program at UM, which helps students graduate in four years by helping
them create a four-year plan and offering priority registration for those enrolled, should be given
credit for UM ’s success in the study, Muse said.
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